
INSTRUCTIONS FOR VA FORM 26-1880
PRIVACY ACT INFORMATION: No Certificateof Eligibility maybeissuedunlessVA receivessufficientinformationto determinethatyou areeligible (38
U.S.C.3702). You arenot requiredto furnish the information,including theSocialSecurityNumber,but areurgedto do so,sinceit is vital to properactionby
VA in your case.Specifically,your SocialSecurityNumberis requestedunderauthorityof 38 U.S.C.3702andis requestedonly if theservicedepartmentused
your Social SecurityNumberas a servicenumber. Failure to provide a completedapplicationwill depriveVA of information neededin reachingdecisions
which couldaffectyou. ResponsesmaybedisclosedoutsideVA only if thedisclosureis authorizedunderthePrivacyAct, including theroutineusesidentified
in the VA systemof records,55VA26, Loan GuarantyHome,Condominiumand ManufacturedHome Loan Applicant Records,SpeciallyAdaptedHousing
Applicant Records, and Vendee Loan Applicant Records - VA, published in the Federal Register.
RESPONDENT BURDEN: VA may not conductor sponsor,andrespondentis not requiredto respondto this collectionof informationunlessit displaysa
valid OMB Control Number. Public reportingburdenfor this collectionof informationis estimatedto average15 minutesper response,including the time for
reviewinginstructions,searchingexistingdatasources,gatheringandmaintainingthedataneeded,andcompletingandreviewingthecollectionof information.
If you havecommentsregardingthis burdenestimateor anyotheraspectof this collectionof information,call 1-800-827-1000for mailing informationon where
to send your comments.

A. Mail this completedform, along with proof of service,to the Eligibility Center at P.O. Box 20729,Winston-Salem,NC 27120(for veteranslocatedin
the eastern half of the country) or P.O. Box 240097,Los Angeles,CA 90024 ( for veterans located in the western half of the country). Veterans
stationed overseas may use either address.

B. Military Service Requirements for VA Loan Eligibility: (NOTE: Casesinvolving other than honorable dischargeswill usually require further
development by VA.  This is necessary to determine if the service was under other than dishonorable conditions.)   

1. Wartime Service. If you servedanytimeduring World War II (September16, 1940 to July 25, 1947),KoreanConflict (June27, 1950 to January31,
1955),or VietnamEra(August5, 1964to May 7, 1975)you musthaveservedat least90 dayson activeduty andhavebeendischargedor releasedunderother
than dishonorable conditions.  If you served less  than 90 days, you may be eligible if discharged because of service-connected disability.

2. PeacetimeService. If your servicefell entirelywithin oneof thefollowing periods:July 26,1947to June26,1950,or February1, 1955to August4, 1964,
you musthaveservedat least181daysof continuousactiveduty andhavebeendischargedor releasedunderconditionsotherthandishonorable.If you entered
serviceafterMay 7, 1975but prior to September8, 1980(enlisted)or October17, 1981(officer) andcompletedyour servicebeforeAugust2, 1990,181 days
serviceis alsorequired. If you servedlessthan181days,you maybeeligible if dischargedfor aservice-connecteddisability.

3. Serviceafter September7, 1980(enlisted)or October 16, 1981(officer) and prior to August 2, 1990. If you wereseparatedfrom servicewhich began
after thesedates,you musthave:(a) Completed24 monthsof continuousactiveduty for thefull period(at least181days)for which you werecalledor ordered
to activeduty, andbeendischargedor releasedunderconditionsotherthandishonorable;or (b) Completedat least181daysof activeduty andbeendischarged
underthe specificauthorityof 10 U.S.C.1173(hardshipdischarge)or 10 U.S.C.1171(early out discharge),or havebeendeterminedto havea compensable
service-connecteddisability; or (c) Beendischargedwith less than181daysof servicefor a service-connecteddisability. Individualsmayalsobeeligible if they
were releasedfrom active duty due to an involuntary reduction in force, certain medical conditions,or, in some instances.for the convenienceof the
Government.

4. Gulf War. If you servedon activeduty during theGulf War (August2, 1990to a dateyet to bedetermined),you musthave:(a) Completed24 monthsof
continuousactiveduty or thefull period(at least90 days)for which you werecalledor orderedto activeduty, andbeendischargedor releasedunderconditions
other than dishonorable;or (b) Completedat least 90 days of active duty and beendischargedunder the specific authority of 10 U.S.C. 1173 (hardship
discharge),or 10 U.S.C.1171(early out discharge),or havebeendeterminedto havea compensableservice-connecteddisability; or (c) Beendischargedwith
lessthan 90 daysof servicefor a service-connecteddisability. Individuals may alsobe eligible if they were releasedfrom activeduty due to an involuntary
reduction in force, certain medical conditions, or, in some instances, for the convenience of the Government.

5. Active Duty ServicePersonnel. If you arenow on activeduty, you areeligible afterhavingservedon continuousactiveduty for at least181days(90 days
during  the Persian Gulf War) unless discharged or separated from a previous qualifying  period of active duty service.

6. SelectedReserveRequirementsfor VA Loan Eligibility. If you arenot otherwiseeligible andyou havecompleteda total of 6 yearsin the Selected
Reservesor National Guard(memberof an active unit, attendedrequiredweekenddrills and 2-weekactive duty training) and (a) Were dischargedwith an
honorabledischarge;or (b) Wereplacedon the retired list or (c) Weretransferredto the StandbyReserveor an elementof the ReadyReserveother thanthe
SelectedReserveafterServicecharacterizedashonorableservice;or (d) Continueto servein theSelectedReserve.Individualswho completedlessthan6 years
may be eligible if discharged for a service-connected disability.  Eligibility for Selected Reservists expires September 30, 2007.

C. Unmarried surviving spousesof eligible veteransseekingdetermination of basic eligibility for VA Loan Guaranty benefits are NOT required to
complete this form, but are required to complete VA Form 26-1817,Requestfor Determination of Loan Guaranty Eligibility-Unmarried Surviving
Spouse. 

D. Proof of Military Service
1. "Regular" Veterans. Attach to this requestyour most recentdischargeor separationpapersfrom activemilitary duty sinceSeptember16, 1940,which

showactiveduty datesandtypeof discharge.If you wereseparatedafterJanuary1, 1950,DD Form214mustbesubmitted. If you wereseparatedafterOctober
1, 1979,and you receivedDD Form 214, Certificateof Releaseor DischargeFrom Active Duty, 1 July edition, VA mustbe furnishedCopy 4 of the form.
You maysubmiteitheroriginal papersor legiblecopies. In addition,if you arenow on activeduty submita statementof servicesignedby, or by directionof,
the adjutant,personnelofficer, or commanderof your unit or higherheadquartersshowingdateof entry on your currentactiveduty periodandthe durationof
anytime lost. Any VeteransServicesRepresentativein thenearestDepartmentof VeteransAffairs office or centerwill assistyou in securingnecessaryproof of
military service.

2. SelectedReserves/NationalGuard. If you areadischargedmemberof the Army or Air ForceNationalGuardyou maysubmita NGB Form22,Reportof
SeparationandRecordof Service,or NGB Form23,RetirementPointsAccounting,or it’s equivalent(this is similar to a retirementpointssummary). If you are
a dischargedmemberof theSelectedReserveyou maysubmita copyof your latestannual point statementandevidenceof honorableservice. You maysubmit
either your original papersor legible copies. Sincethereis no single form usedby the Reservesor National Guardsimilar to the DD Form 214, it is your
responsibilityto furnish adequatedocumentationof at least6 yearsof honorableservice. In addition,if you arecurrentlyservingin the SelectedReserveyou
mustsubmita statementof servicesignedby, or by the directionof, the adjutant,personnelofficer or commanderof your unit or higherheadquartersshowing
the length of time that you have been a member of the unit.




